
Daniel D. Rubinstein (’95) is no stranger to 
high-profile cases. From prosecutions involving narcotics and gangs 
to terrorism, he’s racked up an impressive scorecard. In 2007, the 
BU Law alum was recognized by the Department of Justice with 
the Director’s Award for Superior Performance as an Assistant US 
Attorney for his trial work in the prosecution of several car dealers 
in Chicago who laundered more than $20 million of drug money 
and sent some of those proceeds to Iran.

He also has twice received the Chicago Crime Commission’s 
Stars of Distinction Award for significant trials in Chicago. One 
involved the indictment and conviction of 47 Black Disciples 
gang members, including its leaders, for a large-scale narcotics 
trafficking conspiracy along with committing numerous shoot-
ings in aid of racketeering.

Moving to private practice in 2008, he has continued to handle 
headline-making cases, representing clients from energy com-
pany executives in connection with the Deepwater Horizon oil rig 
explosion to the world’s second-largest domain name registrar. 
So when the case against the nephew of former Chicago Mayor 
Richard M. Daley in the matter of the death of David Koschman 
was reopened for investigation, Rubinstein was well equipped for 
his appointment as deputy special prosecutor. 

A CHALLENGING CASE
The case was based on a 2004 incident in which the former 
mayor’s nephew, Richard J. Vanecko, was involved in a physi-
cal altercation with Koschman outside a bar. Eleven days later, 
Koschman died. The case was twice investigated by the Chicago 
Police Department and the Cook County State’s Attorney’s 
Office. In 2004, authorities cited lack of witness identification 
because Vanecko was not picked out of a lineup that occurred 
almost a month after the incident. Further, they concluded that 
even if the offender could be identified, it was self-defense. 

While no one was charged, the case remained open. In 2011, 
the Chicago Sun-Times issued a Freedom of Information Act 
request and began looking into the case. The resulting articles 
raised questions of whether charges were not pursued because 
of Vanecko’s connection to Mayor Daley. As a result, the Chicago 
Police Department conducted another investigation in 2011, and 
concluded that it could now identify the offender by process of 
elimination and that he acted in self-defense.

The victim’s family then moved to file a state petition to 
appoint a special prosecutor to investigate the case, and in 2012 
a judge appointed Dan K. Webb, chairman of Winston & Strawn 
LLP and the former US Attorney for the Northern District of 
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Illinois. Rubinstein, a partner at Winston & Strawn, was asked to 
serve as deputy special prosecutor, given his background as both 
a state and federal prosecutor. The Winston & Strawn team was 
tasked with investigating whether charges should have been filed 
for Koschman’s death and whether the Police Department and 
State’s Attorney’s Office failed to properly investigate the case in 
2004 and 2011.

ACHIEVING THE UNACHIEVABLE
Over the next 17 months, they convened a special grand 
jury for this “very unusual and challenging” case. “We were 
investigating an incident that happened eight and a half years 
ago, so crimes like aggravated battery and obstruction of 
justice that have a three-year statute of limitations were not 
available. Also, many of the documents you would normally 
collect were simply not avail-
able,” recalls Rubinstein. He 
notes that the case involved 146 
witness interviews, 160 subpoe-
nas, and 22,000 documents total-
ing 30,000 pages of telephone 
records, police reports, etc.

Ultimately, through circum-
stantial evidence, they estab-
lished Vanecko as the offender 
and that it was not self-defense. 
Most of the witnesses testified 
that it was the largest person in 
the group who threw the punch 
in the altercation, and all three 
of Vanecko’s friends—who had grants of immunity—stated 
that Vanecko was the largest in their group. Further, the two 
witnesses with the clearest view consistently testified that 
Koschman was punched, not pushed. The special prosecu-
tion team, explains Rubinstein, felt it had enough evidence to 
go forward.

Vanecko was indicted on December 3, 2012, for involuntary 
manslaughter and his trial was set for February 2014. A defense 
motion to dismiss was denied on January 9, 2014, and Vanecko 
pled guilty as charged on January 31, 2014, issuing a “genuine” 
apology to the victim’s mother in the courtroom. “This was sig-
nificant. It was one of those rare moments in my nearly 20-year 
career as a lawyer where I felt that not only had we achieved the 
right result, but we also gave the victim’s mother some sense of 
closure,” he says.

Rubinstein adds that this case was a “big win” for the prose-
cution. He explains, “It had twice been declined for prosecution, 
involved a long lag time between the incident and our investi-
gation, and had other issues like lack of witness identification, 
intoxication by some witnesses, and statute of limitations. We 
achieved a just result that apparently hadn’t been achievable 
prior to the appointment of a special prosecutor.” The Chicago 
Sun-Times described the conviction of Vanecko as a “stunning” 
and “remarkable” achievement.

In September, BU Law recognized Rubinstein’s accomplish-
ments by presenting him with a Silver Shingle Award for Service 
to the Community during Alumni Weekend 2014.

As for the investigation related to the police and State’s Attor-
ney’s Office, Rubinstein’s team did not issue any indictments. 
“Any actions in the 2004 investigation were barred by the statute 
of limitations, and we determined there was insufficient evidence 
to prove beyond a reasonable doubt any violation of Illinois 
criminal law as to the actions taken in the subsequent reinvesti-
gations. As to the issue of whether the Daley family or others at 
their direction exercised undue political influence on the investi-
gations, we found there was no evidence of that,” he says.

CAREER GOALS
Rubinstein’s interest in criminal law began prior to law school. 
While an undergraduate student at Brown University, he spent 
his summers back home in California working at the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office. At BU Law, he enrolled in the 

Criminal Law Clinic and (thanks 
to a policy change) became 
the first student in the Public 
Defender Program to conduct a 
jury trial. Under the tutelage of 
Professor Wendy Kaplan, his cli-
ent was acquitted.

Following graduation, he 
clerked for US District Court 
Judge Ernest Torres in Rhode 
Island, where he observed a large 
Mafia trial and set his sights on 
becoming an Assistant US Attor-
ney. After the clerkship, he worked 
in the Alameda County DA’s Office 

as a deputy DA before joining the Los Angeles US Attorney’s 
Office, where he ultimately worked in the public corruption unit.

Moving to Chicago with his wife, whom he met while clerk-
ing in Rhode Island, Rubinstein worked in the Chicago US 
Attorney’s Office, where he served in the gangs, narcotics, and 
complex fraud units. He also served as one of the office’s terror-
ism coordinators, which stemmed from his work on the money 
laundering case.

In 2008, he decided to enter private practice to leverage the 
skills he had gained as a trial lawyer and investigator. Rubinstein 
explains, “I had accomplished what I set out to do in the US 
Attorney’s Office, which was to develop, indict, and try several big 
cases. I was ready for new challenges in private practice.”

Now that the Vanecko case is over, the father of two daughters 
is back at his regular practice at Winston & Strawn, which was 
recently awarded The National Law Journal’s “Chicago Litigation 
Department of the Year” for white-collar defense. Rubinstein  
represents corporations and individuals in complex civil, crimi-
nal, and regulatory matters. He also teaches federal criminal 
practice as a lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School and 
sits on the board of the Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund. 

Looking back, Rubinstein credits his time at BU Law with 
much of his career success. “I had a fantastic legal education. 
The faculty, especially Professors Tracey Maclin and Wendy 
Kaplan, really challenged and mentored me. My experience 
at BU definitely provided me with the strong foundation upon 
which I launched my legal career.”   
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